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Background and aim of the Conference

The international conference “Bi- and multilingual universities 2007: European perspectives and beyond”, which will be hosted  by the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano from 20 to 22 September 2007, aims at bringing together scholars, instructors, university leaders and administrative personnel working in bi- and multilingual universities, so as to provide them with terrain for scientific and didactic discussion, comparison of practices, approaches and results and networking opportunities.

With the goal of continuing the discussion on multilingual higher education initiated by the first conference on bi- and multilingual universities held in Fribourg/Freiburg in 2003 and carried on with the second conference in Helsinki 2005, “Bi- and multilingual universities: European perspectives and beyond” in Bolzano will give particular emphasis to bottom-up, application-oriented research, as well as to the critical analysis of practices and policies on the one hand and to the promotion of exchange of experience and information at didactic, scientific and institutional level on the other. 
Furthermore, a major objective of the conference will be to highlight current best practices, but also obstacles and limits faced by multilingual universities across Europe and put them in relation with the language policy adopted by the EU to promote functional multilingualism in society.

Topics

Parallel sessions on the following topics are planned:

· Language competence of incoming and outgoing students: language assessment, certifications, quality standards

· Autonomous learning and extra-curricular measures

· English as language of instruction and as lingua franca

· Schools and workplaces: synergies with higher education

· CLIL, coaching for subject-matter instructors, analysis of academic discourse (lecturer and student communicative practices)

· Minority languages and higher education

· The administration perspective: costs and benefits of institutional multilingualism

· Institutional language policies and everyday practices: case studies

A number of application-oriented workshops and roundtables will also be organized.

Languages:
The official languages of the Conference are English, German and Italian; contributions in French and Spanish will also be accepted.
Presentations in languages other than English are highly encouraged; in order to make the use of such languages feasable by ensuring mutual comprehension, we suggest the adoption of bilingual communication (for instance, speech in the chosen language and visual presentation and/or hand-out in English). 

Abstracts: 
proposals for presentations should not exceed 2000 characters (c. 300 words), and can be presented in English, German, Italian, French or Spanish. Please provide your abstract with your name, institution, phone number, address and e-mail and mention the session in which you consider your contribution to be most appropriate. 
Each contribution will be given a 30-minutes slot (20-minute presentation and 10-minute discussion).
Deadline for submission: February 28, 2007 
Notification of acceptance: April 2, 2007 
Submission: http://pro.unibz.it/abstract/index.aspx?LanguageID=EN&
Scientific committee:
Anne-Claude Berthoud (Lausanne)
Jasone Cenoz (Basque Country)
Lucie Courteau (Bozen-Bolzano)
Liliana Dozza (Bozen-Bolzano)
Rita Franceschini (Bozen-Bolzano)
Mirja Saari (Helsinki) 

Local organising committee:
Christoph Nickenig (Language Centre, Bolzano-Bozen)
Daniela Veronesi (Centre for Language Studies, Bolzano-Bozen) 

Contact:

bimu07@unibz.it
http://www.unibz.it/language/languagecentre/events/bi-andmultilingualuniversities
Snail mail:
BiMU07

att. Chiara Moser

Free University of Bozen-Bolzano 

Language Centre
Via Dante, 9
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